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John Milton, 'A book was writ of late called Tetrachordon'
—John Milton and His Sonnets as a 'trumpet'—

Takeshi MITSUNAGA

Abstract
It can be said that John Milton's way of using the sonnet form is different from those of
his predecessors in the history of English literature. In this paper, my main purpose is
to show an example, in which the poet uses this poetic form as a weapon against the
readers of his pamphlet on divorce.

B I

T—=ZXTIZANEH & ZAHD "trumpet' ¥ L TORGH % BARWIZ L THAB 72012, IV DY v
MMEHRD S, KDY v b EET =D RS (EmZRY T T THizth, IV
VIZXVIIEEETEINZY v ME, 2017 H 7z B 'tailed sonnet' Z I TH AT 19 fi LAvE -
T, F#ELTEAFOEHZHENW -0, TENOEERNS D, £/-E70l 7 =
WRT =277 7 7 i EQFRDO N ZMHZ DI E? RdH DN, ZIZ TEEPEDES(F
maZBEORER TS 2L LT 5,

*  —FHH



REAH W TS EHM AR A 532 %5 (2005)

Sonnet XI

A book was writ of late called Tetrachordon;
And woven close, both matter, form and style;
The subject new: it walked the town awhile,
Numbering good intellects; now seldom pored on.
Cries the stall-reader, Bless us! what a word on
A title-page is this! And some in file
Stand spelling false, while one might walk to Mile-
End Green. Why is it harder sirs than Gordon,
Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galasp?
Those rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp.
Thy age, like ours, O soul of Sir John Cheke,
Hated not learning worse than toad or asp;

When thou taught'st Cambridge, and King Edward Greek.

John Milton: Complete Shorter Poems. Second Edition. (London: Longman, 1997) Z#l%.,
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1.2 woven close: carefully worked out. (Prince)

1.2 form: In the Scholastic philosophy: The essential determinant principle of a thing; that which
makes anything (matter) a determinate species or kind of being; the essential creative quality.
This use of form (Aristotle's #opd% or «féss) and matter (¥4%) is a metaphorical extension of
their popular use. In ordinary speech, a portion of matter, stuff, or material, becomes a 'thing'
by virtue of having a particular 'form' or shape; by altering the form, the matter remaining
unchanged, we make a new 'thing'. This language, primarily applied only to objects of sense,
was in philosophical use extended to objects of thought: every 'thing' or entity was viewed as
consisting of two elements, its form by virtue of which it was different from, and its matter which
it had in common with, others. (OED2, Tetrachordon, 'The Form by which the thing is what it
is.'n. 4.a. cited)

1.4 numbering: number=to include or comprise in a number; to have or comprise (so many things or
persons). (OED2, v.7, cited as the first instance)

1.4 pore: to look at something (usu. a book) with fixed attention, in the way of study; to read or
study earnestly or with steady application; to be absorbed in reading or study. (OED?2)

1.5 stall-reader: one who peruses the books on a bookstall. (OED2)

1.6 in file: in a row. (Prince)

1.7 spelling: spell=to form words by means of letters; to repeat or set down the letters of words; to
read off the separate letters forming a word or words. (OED2, v. 6a, cited) Cf. II Penseroso,
1.170

1.7 false: improperly, wrongly. (OED2)

1.8 Gordon: There were several Gordons among Montrose's men: the most famous was George,
Lord Gordon, eldest son of the Marquis of Huntly. (Carey)

1.9 Colkitto, or Machdonnel: Montrose's lieutenant was called Alexander Macdonald. His father
was Coll Keitache (a name abbreviated to Colkitto in the lowlands, and sometimes applied to the
son). (Carey)

1.9 Galasp: George Gillespie, one of the leaders of the Scottish Covenant, and a member of the
Westminster Assembly. (Carey)

1.10 like: 'rugged' also. (Carey)

.11 Quintilian: a classical authority on style; his treatise on oratory gave much attention to the
choice of words on grounds of euphony. (Prince)

1.12 Sir John Cheke: the first Professor of Greek at Cambridge, and one of the most famous English
humanists: tutor to Edward VI. (Carey)

1.13 toad : as a type of anything hateful or loathsome. (OED2)

1.13 asp: asmall, venomous, hooded serpent, found in Egypt and Libya. (OED2)
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[Notes]

1) 'Scorn not the Sonnet; Critic, you have frowned,' TIEF AT —XT 2D F v F DR T, (I
WVEY) OFOHRT, T (VF vy b)) EFvN\Eko72] EjR->Twb, (Composed (?).
Published 1827.)

2) RF. Hallix3)VE>rodY %y ME TAROA7ZFRZ 720D, #5720, BELZY, H
SZVRIEEGZZDLTOEA, T3S ZEENRBDIZEZ LD & HMILD
] Tirbh b ERXTWA, RF. Hall, 'Milton's Sonnets and His Contemporaries' in The
Cambridge Companion to Milton. ed. by Dennis Danielson Second edition.

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), 112.

3) Prince IZ#lNIX 1647 FFEHIZEIN - L XN 5,

4) [EkED Z &1k, 'When I consider how my light is spent' TliF % Sonnet XVI TH R 65N 5,
When I consider how my light is spent,

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,

And that one talent which is death to hide,

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my maker, and present

My true account, lest he returning chide,

Doth God exact day-labour, light denied,

I fondly ask; but Patience to prevent

That murmur, soon replies, God doth not need
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Either man's work or his own gifts, who best

Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best, his state
Is kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed

And post o'er land and ocean without rest:

They also serve who only stand and wait.
8 17H 'I fondly ask' & 'but Patience' LA T & DR TUJMH A3 5, R.F. Hall, 'Milton's Sonnets
and His Contemporaries' 110-111 2,

5) E. A. J. Honigmann, ed., Milton's Sonnets. ( New York: St. Martin's Press, 1966), 125
B3

6) FIZIEZNE3EEY Zy FOBEIZOWTIE, HifE TI )V VDb iR DN T
DONA TV Diaih]ah < - T—| (TREARRYEWEEWESCE] 5 455 FRIBUZHZE B &S,

2002.3.15, 33-42) DIt 11 #S#D Z &,
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